SHOOTING

Tough start as
Sussex shooters
are beaten by the
defending champs
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Smallbore rifle shooting

It has proved a mixed start
to the season for the Sussex
County Small bore Rifle As-
sociation. ,

Following a successful win-
ter season in 2013/14 when
the Sussex prone team
came second in Division one
of the Inter County League
and rounded off the season
by winning the Inter County
Knockout competition.

The team were hoping
to build on that success this
winter season, however, the
first results of this winter
haven't allgone according to
plan. Inthe proneleague, the
Sussex team of 20 shooters
lost their first round match
to last winter’s champions
Caithness by 1964.t01953.

County Captain, Tony
Wells (Cuckfield) and Rob
Dowling (Chichester) both
scored100s, while Nick Mull-
ins(5th Sussex), Linda Small-
bone (Eastbourne), and Reg
Roberts (Handecross) each
chipped in with gg.

The reserves ‘A’ team
fared better, beating Kent by
975 - 868 in division one of
the reserves league, where
Graham Fell (East Grinstead)
scored 99 and Matthew But-
ton, Tim Jemmett, Chris
Phillips and John Booker
each scored 98. Shooting
in division 2, the ‘B’ team
narrowly lost their open-
ing match to Hertfordshire
by 962 to 959 with Bill Rich-
ards and Alex Henderson
each scoring 99. This season
the County is supporting
four Junior teams and, over
recent years, has a strong

record in this category. The
junior ‘A’ team started with
astrong performancein divi-
sion1withawinagainst Nor-
folk by 387-375.

Theteam’s Aldingbourne
contingent all posting good
scores with Mark Goater 99,
Lewis Strotten 98 and Ka-
tie Gleeson 97. The ‘B’ team
lost their opening division
three match against Devon
‘A'by384.-376 with Jonathan
Brooking (Horsham) scoring
g6and Felix Marshall (South-
wick) and Matt Wilton (Fit-
tleworth) each with a 95.

Indivision 5, the ‘C’ team
lost their round 1 match to
Northantsby 363t0357, Sam
Philips (Salvo) top scoring
with 91. The ‘D’ team start-
ed their campaign with a
win and a very good opening
score of 369, Mark Collins
(Aldingbourne) top scoring
with 94. well supported by
JoshFitzpatrick (Hastings &

St. Leonards) 93 and Scott.

Strotten (Aldingbourne) 92.

In the much more diffi-
cultdiscipline of3 positional
shooting, where each com-
petitor fires in the prone,
standing and kneeling posi-
tions, the Sussex team were
hopingtoemulatelastyear’s
success when theywon divi-
sion 2 of the Inter County
league. The team of three
shooters started this win-
ter with a win against Cam-
bridgeshire by 799 -790.

Robin Brown (Uckfield)
top scored for Sussex with
272 x300 including a 100 in
the prone position and a 99
kneeling.

5

o9 00



